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Markers of stable integration:

}Overall Town Diversity

}Neighborhood Integration

}Housing Values

}School District Demographics 

}Civic Life

}Businesses

}Social Integration
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The two towns of South Orange and Maplewood have 
demonstrated a commitment to racial integration 
through their support of the Community Coalition on 
Race since 1996. Stable racial integration in housing and 
all aspects of community life has been an essential 
ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ wŀŎŜΩǎ 
intentional integration mission for 20 years. This report 
presents a demographic profile of the two towns over 
time in order to establish where we have been, where 
we are now, and what trends we see in residential 
integration in SOMA.
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¶²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ {ha!Ωǎ ŘŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎǎ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ 
over the last 20 years?

¶What events have impacted our demographics?

¶Where are we now?

¶Are there observable trends that forecast our 
future demographic profile?
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ω Census Data

ω Home Mortgage Data Assessments

ω American Community Survey data

ω SOMSD school enrollment data

Using these sources, we researched 
racial/ethnic demographics, housing, income, 
and school enrollment for SOMA
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¶ After experiencing swift demographic change in the late 1990s, the 
overall demographics of the towns remained relatively stable between 
2000 and 2010.

¶ Housing prices rose more rapidly than other  Direct towns through 2005 
at the same time that the Black population share grew.

¶ The income of South Orange Black residents in the late 1990s through 
2007 exceeded that of Whites; now the income of Black residents in 
both towns is lower and there is an increasing income gap between 
Blacks and Whites.

¶ There is now a distinct trend in the increase of White in-movers in 
SOMA, an increase in Asian and Hispanic in-movers, and a decrease in 
Black in-movers.

¶ There is a clear increase in the White population in the elementary and 
middle schools that will manifest in the high school soon.
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}SOMA experienced dramatic demographic change in 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ Ψфлǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛȊŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ нллл ŀƴŘ нлмлΦ

}SOMA has a higher percent of Black residents than 
surrounding comparable communities.

}23% of SOMA residents are foreign born; of those, 
41% are People of Color.

}Asians, Hispanics, and Multi-racial people are groups 
that are showing an increase in population share 
since the 2010 Census.

}Neighborhood integration varies, with 2 sections of 
Maplewood showing concentrations of White or 
Black residents.
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Demographics SOMA Essex County NJ US

White 57.9 42.6 68.6 72.4

Black or African American 32.6 40.9 13.7 12.6

Asian 3.9 4.6 8.3 4.8

2 or more races 3.6 3.2 2.7 2.9

Some other race alone 1.8 8.4 6.4 6.2
Alaskan or Native American Indian 0.2 0.4 0.3 0.9

Hispanic or Latino (all races) 6.5 20.3 17.7 16.3

Same Sex Housholds 2.2 0.5 0.4 0.5

Sources: 2010 Census and, for same-sex households, ACS 2009-
2013
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