
           Columbia High School 
    Erected by the people of South Orange and Maplewood and dedicated to the principle of education for all.
          MDCCCCXXVII (1927)
This building, the product of many thoughtful minds and skillful hands, is an expression of the will of the people to provide full opportunity 
to all who enter its halls, for the development of ability and character - that they may become sturdy, righteous citizens inspired by the ideal 
of unselfish service.

The Mission of Columbia High School

Our Core Beliefs

We believe that experiences designed to suit the emerging needs of the learner are the building blocks of achievement.

We believe�WKDW�WHDFKLQJ�DQG�OHDUQLQJ�IDFLOLWDWHG�E\�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�VFKHGXOHV�WKDW�DOORZ�IRU�FKRLFH�DQG�ćH[LELOLW\�DUH�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�IRU�
academic and institutional excellence.

We believe�WKDW�ZKHQ�DOO�VWXGHQWV�ĆQG�DQG�XVH�WKHLU�YRLFH�LQ�OHDUQLQJ��ZH�EXLOG�D�PRUH�MXVW�DQG�RSHQ�FRPPXQLW\�

We believe�WKDW�DWKOHWLF��DUWLVWLF��DFDGHPLF��DQG�DOO�RWKHU�VFKRRO�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�IDFLOLWLHV�GHVLJQHG�WR�SURPRWH�WKHP�DUH�LQWHJUDO�WR�VRFLDO��
HPRWLRQDO��DQG�LQWHOOHFWXDO�JURZWK�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW�

We believe�WKDW�WKH�VFKRRO�LV�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�FLYLF�LGHQWLW\�IRU�VWXGHQWV��WKHLU�IDPLOLHV��DQG�RXU�FRPPXQLW\�

We  believe that a collaborative school culture provides context for the understanding and successful navigation of the obligations of 
membership in a democratic society.

And have developed ability and character to:
y�LPSURYH�DQG�JURZ�IURP�VHOI�UHćHFWLRQ
· actively engage in civic society and the body politic
· build relationships based on trust and the recognition of shared 
  goals and values

As well as sturdy and righteous citizens who:
y�DUH�VRFLDOO\��HPRWLRQDOO\��DQG�SK\VLFDOO\�KHDOWK\
y�DUH�FRPPLWWHG�WR�VRFLDO�MXVWLFH��RSSRUWXQLW\�DQG�HTXLW\�IRU�
��WKHPVHOYHV��WKH�VFKRRO��WKH�FRPPXQLW\��DQG�WKH�ZRUOG�
y�DUH�LQVSLUHG�E\�WKH�LGHDO�RI�XQVHOĆVK�VHUYLFH�

Graduates of Columbia High School will be:
y�SURĆFLHQW�LQ�DOO�VWDQGDUGV�VHW�E\�WKH�%RDUG�RI�(GXFDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�
��6WDWH�RI�1HZ�-HUVH\�UHTXLUHG�IRU�D�KLJK�VFKRRO�GLSORPD
y�VNLOOHG��DFWLYH�OHDUQHUV�DEOH�WR�DGDSW�LQ�D�UDSLGO\�HYROYLQJ�ZRUOG
y�SUHSDUHG�WR�FRQWULEXWH�LQ�FRPPHUFH�DQG�ODERU��VFLHQFH�DQG�
��WHFKQRORJ\��DQG�DUWV�DQG�FXOWXUH

And be thoughtful and skillful citizens who:
y�VSHDN�DQG�DFW�IURP�VHOI�DZDUHQHVV��DQG�VHQVLWLYLW\�WR�RWKHUV�
  and the environment
y�FRQWULEXWH�WKHLU�WDOHQWV��WLPH�DQG�UHVRXUFHV�WR�VRFLHW\

And who have had full opportunity to:
y�JURZ�IURP�WKH�VFKRROèV�GLYHUVH�FRXUVH�RIIHULQJV��FOXEV��DFWLYLWLHV��
  and organizations
y�H[SDQG�DQG�DSSO\�WKHLU�VNLOOV�DQG�NQRZOHGJH�WR�WKHLU�LQWHUHVWV��
��SDVVLRQV��DQG�IXWXUHV
· serve and lead
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