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The Assembly Education Committee reports favorably Assembly Bill No. 2310.


This bill would permit the School District of South Orange and Maplewood, the only Type II school district with a board of school estimate, to choose to move the date of its annual school election to the day of the general election in November.  The procedures for moving the election would be identical to the procedures set forth in  P.L.2011, c.202, which applied to moving the election in a Type II district without a board of school estimate.  Under the first procedure, the question would be presented to the voters for their approval whenever a petition signed by not less than 15% of the number of legally qualified voters who voted in the district at the last preceding general election held for the election of electors for President and Vice-President of the United States is filed with the board of education.  Under a second procedure, the date of the annual school election may be moved to November without voter approval, upon the adoption of a resolution by the board of education or the governing body of the municipality.


Pursuant to this bill, if the election in a Type II district without a board of school estimate is moved to November, then the district’s board members will be elected in November and take office at the beginning of January.  If a Type II district with a board of school estimate moves its annual school election to November, the district will no longer be required to get the approval of the board of school estimate for its base budget; however, approval by the board of school estimate will continue to be required for separate questions for any additional funds above the district’s tax levy cap.  As in provided in P.L.2011, c.202, if the date of the annual school election is moved to November, then a district may not move the school election back to the third Tuesday in April until at least four annual school elections have been held in November. 







