THE JESPY CENTER IS HOME
My family has been involved with JESPY House for more than thirty years.  My brother, Peter, has been a client at this life-changing organization and I cannot begin to articulate what it has meant to him and our family.
Currently, Peter lives in JESPY’s Aging in Place shared house.  It has been a wonderful home for him.  He has good friends, lives with other clients, and participates in all of the client-centered programs that JESPY provides, behavioral and occupational therapy to help clients engage in healthy daily living, work and social activities.
My brother has worked in the mail room of a local accounting firm for many years.  He loves his job, is well-liked and fulfilled.  He pays his taxes.  He also enjoys living and participating in activities in South Orange.  He can walk or take an Uber to diners, Starbucks and other stores. He even takes the train sometimes to Summit to go to a record store. He, like, so many other JESPY clients, are consumers and spends money in the downtown district and neighboring communities. JESPY clients contribute significantly to the bottom line of the economic activity of South Orange.
Living at JESPY has played an invaluable role in Peter’s self-sufficiency.  Imagine the confidence instilled in a person with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities to do the kind of daily chores we all take for granted. JESPY has taught him to cook, do his laundry, change his sheets and so many other things he does independently.  This was not the case before JESPY. It is second nature now.  And he does this in a place he calls home. 
Peter’s independence, under the watchful and caring eyes of JESPY, has meant the world to my family.   We are enthusiastic supporters of the new JESPY Center because it will give more aging IDD adults the opportunity to lead independent lives. They can gather together and socialize with other JESPY clients or take part in daily exercise routines in the gym and wellness center. They just want to be like everyone else.  That is how JESPY treats this special population and gives them the tools to do just that. It is a remarkable organization.  From what I have seen, The JESPY Center is going to be a beautiful building where JESPY can serve even more clients. What happens inside of JESPY Center is indeed, life changing.
It is a wonderful project and, I truly believe, an asset for South Orange.  As someone who knows firsthand the collective heart, passion, compassion and expertise that the JESPY team of professionals displays on a daily basis, I am confident that The JESPY Center is going to be a very special place; one that will make South Orange residents proud and one that will give dignity and independence to adults craving that opportunity.  I urge my neighbors to join me in supporting this initiative with a full and open heart.
Cathy Fonseca




